
 

 

THE FUTURE OF SCIENCE INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCES  

THE FUTURE OF SCIENCE is a cycle of annual international conferences jointly organised by Fondazione Umberto Veronesi, Fondazione Silvio 

Tronchetti Provera and Fondazione Giorgio Cini. 

  

The idea of these conferences springs from an awareness that the problems and dilemmas generated by unrelenting scientific and technological 

progress are not being adequately discussed in society as a whole.  

As Science exerts an ever more pervasive influence on our lives, society seems ill-informed about the short and long term implications of scientific 

advance and is unaware of the social, economic and cultural consequences of the continuous technological revolution. 

  

The aim of these conferences is to underline the importance of scientific development as an essential tool to improve the quality of our life and to 

define a new role of science in the society of the third millennium.   

Well known international Expert from various fields and disciplines are invited to give their points of view on these issues, which are crucial to the 

destiny of our society, addressing a public of scientists, philosophers, theologians, industrialists, politicians, economists, journalists, students and 

anyone who might be interested in social, economic and political consequences of constant scientific developments. 

 

THE 2014 CONFERENCE 

  

The Tenth World Conference on The Future of Science (18-20 September, Venice, Italy) will explore a theme that puts science at the centre of the 

social debate: The Eradication of Hunger.  

The aim is to offer a global vision of problems such as water scarcity, the development of sustainable agriculture, food safety, food and health; and 

to indicate how science and technology can contribute to solving these problems. Economic, political and ethical aspects will also be discussed. The 

conference will start from the assumption that everybody has a right to clean water and wholesome food. These are not only moral imperatives: 

any investment to accomplish them will bring major economic returns. 

 



 

The Eradication of Hunger 

Access to water and food are universal rights recognized in the UN Human Rights Charter.  

Yet over 1 billion people do not have access to clean water, and close to that number are under-nourished. Lack of food and water are the main 

causes of disease, poor quality of life and early death worldwide. Water conflict is an increasingly important cause of armed conflict. And tragically, 

these problems are getting worse. As the world population increases, the Millennium Goals of reducing hunger by a third and the proportion 

without access to safe water by half, are increasingly unlikely to be achieved by the target year 2015.  

There are major obstacles to achieving the Millennium Goals.   

• Climate change had turned once fertile land into desert and disrupted traditional weather patterns, making water scarce in some regions 

and contributing to food price volatility.  

• The focus on bio-fuels has driven up food prices and severely depleted surpluses which were once stockpiled for food emergencies.  

• Rising living standards have increased meat consumption, so that grain crops increasingly go for animal consumption, and are no longer 

available for people.  

• The misguided agricultural subsidy policies of rich countries give farmers an unfair competitive advantage over poor farmers in the 

developing world, and reduce the incentive for poorer countries to develop their own agricultural base.  

• Farmers in the developing world lack technical knowledge to enable them to produce crops efficiently and infrastructures to bring them 

to market effectively. 

• International agencies which should be working together too often act at cross purposes, reducing their effectiveness. 

Science and technology, if used wisely, can make crucial contributions to solving these problems. Science-based policies must be implemented to 

ensure that sufficient food and safe water are available to all. Unless this happens not only will human misery increase as the 21
st

 century 

advances, but global security will be increasingly at risk.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



CONFERENCE COMMITTES 

 

• President - Umberto Veronesi  

• Vice President - Kathleen Kennedy Townsend  

• Secretary General - Chiara Tonelli 

• Scientific Committee - Zhores Alferov, Peter Atkins, J.Michael Bishop, Claudio Bordignon, Claude Cohen-Tannoudji, Daniel Dennett, Luc 

Montagnier, Paul Nurse, Philip Pettit, Carlo Rubbia 

• Organising Committee - Carlo Bucci, Pasquale Gagliardi, Armando Peres, Lucio Pinto, Monica Ramaioli. 

 

 

 

Organising Secretariat  

Fondazione Umberto Veronesi, +39 02 76018187 info@thefutureofscience.org  

www.thefutureofscience.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE FUTURE OF SCIENCE IS ORGANISED BY 

  

                                                 



TENTH WORLD CONFERENCE ON THE FUTURE OF SCIENCE 

Venezia, Fondazione Giorgio Cini - September 18, 19, 20, 2014  

 

THE ERADICATION OF HUNGER 

Program draft_May 6, 2014 
 

 

 

WELCOME ADDRESSES 

Umberto Veronesi The Future of Science President 

Giovanni Bazoli Giorgio Cini Foundation President 

Marco Tronchetti Provera Silvio Tronchetti Provera Foundation President 

Kathleen Kennedy Townsend The Future of Science Vice President 

Chiara Tonelli The Future of Science Secretary General 

 

OPENING LECTURES 

 

 

Agricultural Innovation in Africa  Calestous Juma (invited) Professor of the Practice of International Development, Harvard Kennedy School 

 

How to enhance food-crop production David Baulcombe Regius Professor of Botany, Royal Society Research Professor, Department of 

Plant Sciences University of Cambridge  

 

 

 



 

Friday September 19
th

 – MORNING SESSION 

“Food, Water and Agriculture” 

Global Water Scenario Stella Thomas  Founder and Managing Director, Global Water Fund, USA 

 

Water saving plants Chiara Tonelli Professor of Genetics, Department of Life Sciences, University of Milan 

 

Sanitizing water at minimal costs  Andrea Cuomo  Executive Vice President, STMicroelectronics 

 

Access to plant genetic resources for 

food and agriculture and its relevance 

to eradication of hunger 

Shivaji Pandey  Special Advisor to Director, Plant Protection and Protection Division, Food and 

Agriculture Organization (FAO) of the United Nations, Rome 

   

Food waste Andrea Segrè  Professor of Agricultural and Rural Development Policies, University of Bologna 

   

Friday September 19th – AFTERNOON SESSION 

“The Food for the Future” 

How to increase crop production Donald Ort (invited) Professor, Department of Plant Biology, University of Illinois 

   

Metabolically engineered plants for 

quality improvement 

Cathie Martin 

 

Department of Metabolic Biology, John Innes Centre, Norwich, UK 

 

 

Golden Rice: status and perspectives Ingo Potrykus  Emeritus Professor of Plant Sciences, Swiss Federal Institute of Technology (ETH) 

Zurich, Switzerland 



“GMO: facts and opinions” 

 

- Nutrition and Ethics  

- Perspective and perception from 

the general public 

- The Choices 

- -------------------- 

- Giulio Giorello 

- Massimiano Bucchi  

- Gabriella Pravettoni  

- ---------------- 

- Professor of Philosophy of Science, University of Milan 

- Professor of Science and Technology in Society, University of Trento 

- Professor of Cognitive Psychology, University of Milan; Director 

Psychology Unit, Istituto Europeo di Oncologia, Milan 

- ---------------------- 

Saturday September 20
th

 – MORNING SESSION 

 

The human evolution and “the cooking 

hypothesis” 

Richard Wrangham  Professor of Biological Anthropology, Department of Human Evolutionary 

Biology, Harvard University 

 

Human evolution and nutrition:             

an unfinished coevolution 

Telmo Pievani  Professor of Philosophy of Biological Sciences, Department of Biology, University 

of Padua  

 

Mediterranean Diet Maria Benedetta Donati Head, Laboratory of Translational Medicine, Department of Epidemiology and 

Prevention, IRCCS Istituto Neurologico Mediterraneo Neuromed 

 

AIRC Lecture  

- Obesity and Cancer  …………………………………… 

 

 


